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it seems to me, a profound insight into springs of human character and the needs of human life \ But all these wise counsels and appreciations assume an ethical constitution of our nature, involving especially two propositions, viz.
(1)  that the preponderance of affection  over  egoism is possible to will,  though not  necessitated by law;   and
(2) that, over and above the measure of energy in affection, there is such a thing as Duty, rendering this preponderance imperative.    In the foundations of Comte's theory I find no security provided for either of these propositions; and, what is equally remarkable, I find an absolute identification of preponderant affection, however brought  about, with Moral character or obedience to Duty.
On this last point scarcely a word would be necessary, after placing in juxtaposition the two states which are mistaken for each other, were it not that the confusion which it involves is apparently becoming habitual in modern treatises on ethics. It amounts to an illusive retention of an eviscerated moral vocabulary. If I am already so constituted as to feel the moral differences among my springs of action, of course I shall know that, among those which ought to prevail, the benevolent sympathies occupy a very large (though not an exclusive) place; and were my problems of conduct written out, the majority of them would consist in securing this preponderance. But the mere presence in my nature of an ascendant affectionate instinct, apart from any sense of its relative worth, does not constitute me a moral being, or my surrender to it a moral act. In many animal tribes the maternal instinct dominates over every other, and almost suspends the operation of self-maintaining energy, nay, even rushes on self-destruction; yet no one puts such victims of an absorbing impulse on a footing with the voluntary hero of love that is also duty. When, therefore, Comte, in defining his ethical requirements, names as his 'universal principle7 the preponderance of the sympathetic over the individual instincts, he is so far 1 Discours, pp. 90-96.